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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 8.0 Layout 

 

1. Quick Access Toolbar - contains commonly used ACE commands like save, calculate, options, undo, and Redo.  

2. Title Bar - shows the session name, current view in main pane, Base Year and units of the session and the application name (i.e., ACE 8.0). 

3. Ribbons - there are five default ribbons always visible and five conditional ribbons only visible in certain instances. 

4. Row Navigator - enter a row number to navigate to or click the drop-down and select from Favorite Rows. Jump to parent row icon          allows you to jump to 

the selected row's parent and the > and < icons allow you to jump between previous and next rows just visited.   
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

 

5. Formula Bar - alternative to in-cell editing, helpful when entering information in the Equation/Throughput column. If you begin typing your equations here, 

Autocomplete shows a list of available functions, row and column Unique IDs, column values, User Defined Functions (UDFs), and Data Tables. 

6. Session Explorer - shows the session in a tree structure format. Click + or - buttons to expand or collapse the tree elements. There are two Session Explorer 

tabs: Estimate tab has options allowing you to manipulate the rows of the session and the Traceback tab allows you to trace calculations back to their origins. 

7. Main Pane - contains five tabs that allow you to do the work in your session. 

 Input Form tab - guides you through the process of entering a methodology for a row. Select the row in the Session Explorer and enter appropriate 

methodology here or in the Input Sheet tab.  Input Form views of Methodology, RI$K and Custom Columns can be selected from drop-down on tab. 

 Input Sheet tab - shows session data in a spreadsheet-like format, much like traditional ACE versions. ACE User Settings allow you to select how clicking 

a row in the Session Explorer affects the view in the Input Sheet.  Traditional ACE workscreen views can be selected on drop-down for Input Sheet tab. 

 Results tab - shows tabular results for the selected row(s). The drop-down on the tab lets you see Phased Costs, Implied Expenditures, Present Value 

costs, Reportable Base Year costs, RI$K Statistics and calculated results of any Custom columns you have created. 

 Charts tab - shows graphical results for the selected row(s). The drop-down on the tab lets you choose the type of chart to view. The following charts 

types are available: Estimate, Comparison, RI$K, and Analysis.  

 Overrides tab - lets you perform what-if drills on your estimate. You can override input values (both estimate and RI$K) for selected rows in your 

estimate and ACE will calculate the cost for the case based on these override values.  The case shown is controlled from the Content Pane for Cases. The 

drop-down tab provides access to Phased, Total/Year, RI$K, or Custom Text Column Overrides.   

8. Content Panes - used to view and enter key information about your session. There are thirteen Content Panes: Error Log, Cases, Visualization, References, 

Documentation, Favorite Rows, Successors, Drives, Watch, Calculation Log, Chart Data, Found Matches, RI$K Correlation. A subset of the group is loaded initially, 

additional panes can be added via the Layout Ribbon. 

9. Status Message - gives information about the status of the session. "Ready" means ready to calculate. During calculation, the Status Message tells you if ACE 

is running a full or incremental calculation (default calculation that only calculates rows impacted by changes since last calculation), what case is being 

calculated, and if RI$K is being calculated or not.  

10. Summary Metrics - Count, Average, and Sum of selected cells.  

11. Main Window Layout Options - These icons allow you to adjust the layout of the ACE window by changing where and if the Content Panes are shown.  

12. Zoom Settings - Allows you to adjust the main screen magnification settings. Click 100% to customize zoom magnification. 
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

**Transition visuals shown with ACE 7.5 and equivalent ACE 8.0 example files. All ACE 8.0 example files were updated to Base Year 

2019 and a newer phasing schedule. Further, the new examples were modified to illustrate new features like the Weibull Phasing 

Method. In short, the point estimates values in the following images while similar are not the same.   

ACE 7.5 to 8.0 Comparison 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

DATA ENTRY 

Workscreens 

 

 

Input Sheets (Main Pane tab) 

 
Input All Form 

 

 

Input Form (Main Pane tab) 
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

DATA ENTRY 
Enter/Edit values for row in Input All Form 

 
 
 

Enter/Edit values for row in Workscreen 

 

 

Enter/Edit values for row in Input Form 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enter/Edit values for row in Input Sheet 
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

NAVIGATION 
WBS Tree 
In workscreen view 

  

 

Session Explorer 
Session Tree and Input Sheet 

 
Definition Editor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Documentation Pane 
Cells with documentation indicated by small red triangle 
Documents attached to an ACE 7.5 session row reflected with a paper 
clip in the Comments column (new custom column added when opening 
7.5 session in 8.0)  
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

RESULTS 
Inputs Results/Viewer 
BY, TY, SY Results, Present Value Real/Nominal, DEC Results, BY RI$K 
Statistics 

 

 

Results (Main Pane tab) 
BY, TY, SY Phased Costs, Case Totals, RI$K Statistics, Custom Columns, 
Present Value, Reportable Base Year 
Use Configure to customize which options appear on the drop-down 
Use the Cases Pane to create/select case 
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

REPORTS 
Reports  
Accessed from the Results ribbon 

 
Edit report templates and view report 

  

 

Reports 
Accessed from the Reports ribbon 

 
Easily update and refresh with integrated report settings 
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

CHARTS 
Charts 
Accessed from the Results ribbon 
Charts dialog on pop-up dialog 

 

 

Charts (Main Pane tab) 
Built into Main Pane for more interaction with the rest of the session 
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

MORE IN-DEPTH FEATURES 

One Instance of ACE 
Tabs to change to a different session 

 
 
 

File > User Options 

 
 

 

Multiple Instances and Multiple Monitors 
Content Panes can be unpinned and moved to a second monitor 

 
 
File > Options > User Settings 
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

MORE IN-DEPTH FEATURES 
Bookmarks 
 

 

 

Favorite Rows  
Viewed in Row Navigator and Favorite Rows Pane 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

                                                                                                  COPYRIGHT © TECOLOTE RESEARCH, INC. JUNE 2019      11 
 

TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

MORE IN-DEPTH FEATURES 
Category Columns 

 
DECs 
Create using Columns > Add DEC 

 

 

Category Columns and DEC columns merged into Custom Columns 
Custom Columns 

 
 
Custom Columns – Non-cost, Cost, Text, Date, Comment types 
Create using Columns > Add Custom Column 
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

OVERRIDES 
Inputs Results/Viewer  
Inputs (Phased and Total) and RI$K Inputs view 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Overrides (Main Pane tab) 
Phased, Total/Year, RI$K 
Use Cases Pane to create/select case 

 
* Some case names revised in the ACE 8.0 example files 
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

DEBUGGING 
Traceback Navigator 
Shows immediate Predecessors and Successors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Session Explorer Traceback Mode  
Open with References and Successors Panes 
Traceback shows complete drill down for current row 

 
References Pane Shows immediate predecessors 

 
Successors pane Shows immediate successors 
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TRANSITIONING FROM ACE 7.5 TO 8.0 

ACE 7.5  ACE 8.0 

ERROR LOG 
Error Log 

 

 

Error Log Pane 

 
Additional option to hide selected warnings and info messages 

 
 

 


